
Selecting Your Ukulele ..........................................5

Parts of the Ukulele ..............................................6

Caring for Your Ukulele .......................................6

Tuning Your Ukulele .............................................7

How to Hold Your Ukulele ....................................8

Strumming the Strings ..........................................9

Strumming with a Pick ........................................9

Strumming with Your Fingers ...............................9

Time to Strum! .....................................................9

Strumming Notation ...........................................10

Beats ................................................................10

Introducing the Quarter-Note Slash ...................10

The Staff and Treble Clef ...................................10

Bar Lines, Measures, and Time Signatures .........10

More Time to Strum .............................................10

Activity: The Staff and Treble Clef ..................11

Activity: Bar Lines and Measures ....................12

Activity: The 
44 Time Signature ........................13

Activity: The Quarter-Note Slash ....................13

Activity: Counting Time .................................14

Using Your Left Hand .........................................15

Hand Position ..................................................15

Placing a Finger on a String ...............................15

How to Read Chord Diagrams ..........................15

The C Chord .......................................................16

My First Chord ...................................................16

Activity: The C Chord ....................................17

The companion online audio contains all the warm-ups and tunes in 
Alfred's Kid's Ukulele Complete, for you to listen to and play along with. See 
page 1 for information on how to access the audio files.

2

The Quarter Rest ................................................18

Three Blind Mice ................................................18

Activity: The Quarter Rest ..............................19

The C7 Chord .....................................................20

My Second Chord ...............................................20

Activity: The C7 Chord ..................................21

Troubadour Song ................................................22

The F Chord .......................................................23

My Third Chord .................................................23

Activity: The F Chord .....................................24

Three Chords in One Song .................................25

Rain Comes Down ...............................................25

Skip to My Lou ...................................................26

London Bridge ....................................................27

The Repeat Sign .................................................28

Merrily We Roll Along .........................................28

Activity: The Repeat Sign ...............................29

Love Somebody ...................................................30

The G7 Chord .....................................................31

My Fourth Chord ................................................31

Activity: The G7 Chord ..................................32

Using G7 with Other Chords ...............................33

A-Tisket, A-Tasket ..............................................34

Aloha ‘Oe (Farewell to Thee) ................................35

When the Saints Go Marching In ...........................36

Yankee Doodle ...................................................37

40521 Kids Uke INT RPRNT REV.indd   2 9/26/16   10:26 AM



3

Activity: Write Your Own Song 

with Four Chords .........................................38

Getting Acquainted with Music Notation ............39

Notes ...............................................................39

The Staff ..........................................................39

The Music Alphabet ..........................................39

Clefs ................................................................39

Activity: The Staff ..........................................40

Introducing the Quarter Note ...........................41

Clap and Count Out Loud ....................................41

Activity: The Quarter Note .............................42

Notes on the First String: Introducing A .............43

Abby, the Armadillo ............................................43

Activity: The Note A (1st String) .....................44

The Note A with Chords .....................................45

Note and Strum ..................................................45

Notes on the First String: Introducing B .............46

Up-Down-Up .....................................................46

Activity: The Note B (1st String) .....................47

The Notes A and B with Chords .........................48

Notes on the First String: Introducing C .............49

The Mountain Climber .........................................49

Activity: The Note C (1st String).....................50

The Notes A, B, and C with Chords  ..................51

Brave in the Cave ................................................51

Notes on the Second String: Introducing E .........52

Two Open Strings ................................................52

Two-String Melody ..............................................52

Activity: The Note E (2nd String) ....................53

Jumping Around .................................................54

Notes on the Second String: Introducing F .........55

Ping Pong Song ...................................................55

Soccer Game ......................................................55

Activity: The Note F (2nd String) ....................56

The Half Rest .....................................................57

When I Feel Best ................................................57

Activity: The Half Rest ...................................58

Notes on the Second String: Introducing G .........59

A-Choo! ............................................................59

Activity: The Note G (2nd String) ...................60

Activity: The Notes E, F, G, A, B, and C ..........61

The Half Note ....................................................62

Hot Cross Buns ..................................................62

Activity: The Half Note ..................................63

Notes on the Third String: Introducing C ............64

Three Open Strings ..............................................64

Little Steps and Big leaps ......................................64

Activity: The Note C (3rd String) ....................65

The Old Grey Mare .............................................66

Notes on the Third String: Introducing D ...........67

D Is Easy! ..........................................................67

Taking a Walk ....................................................67

Activity: The Note D (3rd String) ....................68

Activity: The Whole Note ...............................69

Activity: Review: All the Notes

and Chords in Book 1 ..................................69

Ode to Joy .........................................................70

Jingle Bells .........................................................71

Mary Had a Little Lamb .......................................72

Over the Rainbow ...............................................73

Music Matching Games ......................................74

All the Notes I Know So Far .................................75

This Is an Octave ...............................................75

Largo ..............................................................76

Dotted Half Notes &  Time ...............................77

Three Is for Me! ................................................77

Activity: The Dotted Half Note .......................78

Activity: The 
34 Time Signature ........................78

40521 Kids Uke INT RPRNT REV.indd   3 9/26/16   10:26 AM



4

The Farmer in the Dell ........................................79

Beautiful Brown Eyes ...........................................80

Introducing Common Time ...............................81

Old MacDonald Had a Farm .................................. 81

Activity: Common Time .................................82

Introducing B-Flat .............................................83

Aura Lee ............................................................... 83

Activity: The Note B-flat  ...............................84

Three-String Boogie .............................................85

Tempo Signs .......................................................86

Three-Tempo Rock ..............................................86

Rockin' Uke ......................................................87

Good Night Ladies ..............................................88

Blues in C .........................................................89

Ties ....................................................................90

Down in the Valley ..............................................90

Activity: Ties ..................................................92

Key Signatures ....................................................93

Ode to Joy (Extended Version) ...............................93

Activity: Key Signatures ..................................94

Pickup Measures ................................................95

A-Tisket, A-Tasket ..............................................95

Activity: Pickup Measures ..............................96

Tom Dooley .......................................................97

Eighth Notes ....................................................98

Jammin' with Eighth Notes ...................................98

Activity: The Eighth Note ...............................99

Go Tell Aunt Rhody...........................................100

Love Somebody (Extended Version) .......................101

Clementine ......................................................102

Dotted Quarter Notes .....................................104

Counting Dotted Quarter Notes ...........................104

Cockles and Mussels ..........................................104

Activity: The Dotted Quarter Note ...............106

Dynamics ..........................................................107

Echo Rock .......................................................107

The Streets of Laredo .........................................108

The Down-and-Up-Stroke ...............................109

Activity: Dynamics .......................................110

Activity: The Downstroke and Upstroke ........110

The Fermata ...................................................111

Michael, Row the Boat Ashore .............................111

Activity: The Fermata ...................................112

Introducing F-Sharp ........................................113

Little Brown Jug ................................................113

Activity: The Note F-sharp ...........................114

The G Chord ..................................................115

The D7 Chord ................................................115

Over the Rainbow (Extended Version) ...................116

Activity: The G and D7 Chords.....................118

Activity: Review: All the Notes and Chords

You Learned in Books 1 & 2 ........................119 

Music Matching Games ....................................120

40521 Kids Uke INT RPRNT REV.indd   4 9/26/16   10:26 AM



Important:
Always remember that the string closest to the 
floor is the 1st string. The one closest to the 
ceiling is the 4th string.  

1st String A

2nd String E

First make sure your strings are wound 
properly around the tuning pegs. They 
should go from the inside to the outside, 
as in the picture.   

Turning a tuning peg clockwise makes 
the pitch lower. Turning a tuning peg 
counter-clockwise makes the pitch 
higher. Be sure not to tune the strings 
too high because they could break!

Ceiling

Floor

higher

lower

4th 
String

1st 
String

4th String G 

3rd String C 

higher

lower

Press fret 5 of string 2 and tune it to the pitch of string 1 (A).

Press fret 4 of string 3 and tune it to the pitch of string 2 (E).

Press fret 2 of string 4 and tune it to the pitch of string 1 (A).

A

E

A

4 3 2 1

AECG

String:

Fret 5

Fret 4

Fret 3

Fret 2

Fret 1

Nut

M
I
D
D
L
E

AC

Tuning with the Audio Tracks
Using Audio Tracks
Access the online audio (see inside front 
cover), and play Tracks 1 and 2. Listen to the 
directions and match each of your ukulele’s 
strings to its pitch on the audio tracks.

Using Your DVD
Put the DVD in your computer or DVD player. 
Go to the Scenes menu and click on Tuning. 
Follow the directions and listen carefully to 
get your ukulele in tune.

Tuning without the  
Audio Tracks or DVD
Tuning the Ukulele to Itself
When your 1st string is in 
tune, you can tune the rest 
of the strings just using the 
ukulele alone. First tune the 
1st string to A on the piano, 
then follow the instructions 
to the right to get the 
ukulele in tune.

Pitch Pipes and Electronic Tuners
If you don’t have a piano available, buying an electronic tuner or pitch pipe is recommended. 
The salesperson at your music store can show you how to use them.

Tracks 1 & 2

Books 1 & 2

7
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Jumping Around
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Bounc - ing, bounc - ing, up and down. Jump - ing, jump - ing, all a - round.

In the sky, then on the ground. First you’re lost and then you’re found!

C CC7 C7

C CC7 C7

œ

Track 45
Book 1

2

2 2

3

3

3

54
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1st fret

2nd fret

3rd fret

E and F and G are eas - y. Spil - ling pep - per makes me sneez - y.
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“A - a - choo! A - a - choo!” Pep - per makes me go “A - choo!”
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G Warm-up

..œœœœœœœœ
3

G

A note on the 2nd line of 
the staff is called G. Use 
finger 3 to press the 2nd 
string at the 3rd fret. Pick 
only the 2nd string.

A-Choo!

G

3rd 
finger

& G

3

Hear

this note!

Track 52

Track 53

Track 54

Book 1

Book 1

Book 1

1

1 1

1 11 13

3 3 3 3 3 3

3
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3 3 3 3

.˙ ˙ ˙
.˙ ˙ ˙

How to Draw the Dotted Half Note
Step 1:  Draw a half note.

Step 2:  Add a dot to the right of the notehead.

Now, draw three dotted half notes with stems going up 
and three dotted half notes with stems going down.

A 34 time signature means there are three equal beats in every measure.

How to Draw the 
34 Time Signature

Step 1:   Draw a number “3” sitting on top  
of the third line of the staff.

Step 2:   Draw a number “4” sitting on the bottom 
line below the number 3.

Now, draw six 34 time signatures.

H .   
h .

˙
˙

3

The dotted half note lasts three beats.

78
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